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Avon Foundation Communication Award  

Wildlife Crime  

The LWOB graphic novel óSpeaking out about Violence against Womenô is the 

winner of the 4th Annual Avon Communications Awards. Furthermore, the 

LWOB project ñRape Is a Crime: Report It, Prevent It!ò won this yearôs Break 

the Silence Award, receiving a $5,000 grant. The awards are part of the Avon 

Speak Out Against Domestic Violence program, to which over 146 

organizations submitted more than 400 communications. LWOB is one of the 

five worldwide organizations to receive the prestigious award for outstanding 

campaigns on prevention of gender-related violence.  

LWOB is a long-term actor raising awareness on 

gender-related and domestic violence. The theme is continuously 

incorporated in our community outreach work through graphic novels, 

educational role play, and past trial advocacy training programs in Ghana 

and Kenya.  

Esta Soler, president and founder of Futures Without Violence, 

commented: ñWe commend Lawyers Without Borders for their innovative 

use of communications to prevent and ultimately end violence against 

women and children in every corner of the world. These campaigns are an 

inspiration to the violence prevention community across the globe and a 

catalyst for change.ò 

With its newest grant, LWOB broadens its work in the trafficking arena to include trafficking in 

endangered wildlife species. The program launched in Spring 2015 involves a combination of trial 

advocacy trainings, regional forensics trainings, and a series of community outreach and public service 

message campaigns that target the enforcement 

chain combating wildlife crime in Kenya.  

 

At its Trial Advocacy Training in Nairobi, over 120 

judges, prosecutors and lawyers working in the 

wildlife trafficking sector were trained using the 

prosecution of a case involving poachers and the 

transport through Kenyaôs international airport of 

elephant tusks and snake skins. The LWOB created 

mock case scenario was used to teach key forensic 

issues including chain of custody, introduction of 

physical evidence as they pertained to the middle-

men who are often charged with the transport of the 

contraband from the source country to the ultimate 

user destination.  


